
Join us for a holiday lunch catered  
by Karen’s Café and a program  

facilitated by Rabbi Leonard Cohen.
Limited spots are available.

programs and services to bring us together. The very 
same university students who are experiencing vast 
and significant issues on their campuses have gathered 
by the dozens for support groups, social events, and 
educational programs. Our teens in BBYO, NCSY, 
and C-Teen are also continuing to hold events, attend 
conventions in large numbers, and demonstrate their 
Jewish pride. And, our community and allies came 
together on a crisp and cold Tuesday night to stand, 
500 strong, in solidarity with the hostages and with 
Israel. We are a strong, caring, resilient community 
and though we have moments of concern, we will 
navigate this long road together. 
 This Chanukah, I would like to encourage our 
community to gather with family and friends, to 
light candles, to display them proudly, and to defy 
the hate that has become all too common. I would 
also like to encourage all of us to invite friends and 
allies from outside the Jewish community to share 
Chanukah with them. The Chanukah story notes that 
our ancestors didn’t give up when being persecuted. 
They found ways to learn, celebrate, and preserve 
our traditions. They also found ways to fight back 
against their enemies. To be clear, we must commit 
ourselves to live proud Jewish lives, while also finding 
ways to fight back against antisemitism and those 

 A MESSAGE FROM ADAM SILVER

I t feels strange for me to be writing about Chag 
Urim (The Festival of Lights) during these 
very dark days for our local and global Jewish 

community. In a typical year, I would focus on the 
joy of Chanukah, the happiness we experience when 
lighting the Chanukiah (Chanukah Menorah), the 
smells and tastes of the latkes and sufganiyot (donuts), 
and the fullness we feel when gathering with family 
and friends to celebrate.
 This year, however, is different. There are people in 
our community who might feel unsafe and choose 
to keep their candles away from the window, instead 
of displaying them with pride. There are community 
members who will tighten their circles of guests, 
instead of expanding them. In addition, there are 
many of us who will feel conflicted in doing any kind 
of celebrating while our brothers and sisters in Israel, 
around the world, and right here at home are in so 
much pain. 
 I understand that I started my message with gloom 
and doom. I would, however, like us to take stock of 
the strength and resilience of our community in the 
face of escalating antisemitism, and the relentless 
onslaught of hate, disinformation, and continued 
marginalization. Our synagogues, schools, JCC, and 
other community partners have continued to provide 
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Building an inclusive community is a priority. Contact us and we will make every effort to meet your needs.

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

who promote hatred against Jews. Fighting back takes 
many forms – practicing our traditions despite being 
fearful; challenging those who tell mistruths and 
lies; demanding better and more from political and 
institutional leaders; and building bridges with allies 
and friends of our community. 
 We cannot cave to the darkness we are seeing. 
Chanukah remains a time of light and miracles. We 
must spread the light…and the miracles. It is in each 
one of us to make the world just a little brighter and a 
lot better. As we navigate the days, weeks, and months 
ahead, and we continue to combat antisemitism and 
the demonization of Israel, I hope we will derive 
energy and sense of purpose from Chanukah – from 
its story and from the way it puts smiles on our faces 
as we gather with those we love. Perhaps, most of 
all, it reminds us that even in darkness we can find 
happiness, internal resolve, and miracles.

Wishing you and yours a Chag Chanukah Sameach,

Adam Silver
CEO
Calgary Jewish Federation

ISRAEL
EMERGENCY FUND

DONATE TODAY  
AT QR CODE OR
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Join PJ Library® and 
Paperny Family JCC for a

Enjoy a fun, family holiday party featuring a special  
circus performance, crafts, treats, and so much more!

Havdallah - 5:30pm  •  Circus Performance - 6:00pm

Karen’s Café will be open for latke sales only

Register at QR code or go to jewishcalgary.org

CHANUKAH

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9 • 5:30-9:00pm • JCC

POWERED BY
CALGARY JEWISH
FEDERATION

FREE

Join Hillel for a night of latkes, 
dreidel painting, and a drieidel 

tournament – so much fun,  
with prizes for the winners!

Register for FREE 
at QR code or go to 
jewishcalgary.org

Wed.Dec.6 | 6-9 pm | Location TBA
ChanukahParty

Join JAC for our HOLIDAY BRUNCH, and a 
time of creating CHANUKAH CHOCOLATE!

Register for FREE at QR code or go to 
jewishcalgary.org

Chanukah Brunch
SUN. DECEMBER 10 • 9:00-11:30am

REGISTER FOR FREE BY DEC.5: 
KARINAS@JEWISHCALGARY.ORGCHANUKAH PARTY

Sunday, December 10•1-3pm•paperny Family JCC

Happy Chanukah
From the Board and Staff  

of Calgary Jewish Federation
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Ways to Give
Online   jewishcalgary.org

Phone   403.444.3157

Email   lwolf@jewishcalgary.org

In-person  1607 90 Avenue SW

Together with our partners  

we’re building and supporting  

a safe, equitable, inclusive,  

and healthy Jewish community.

It’s Moments Like This. Calgary Jewish Federation has been providing 
support in every type of Jewish moment – in times of crisis and in times  
of calm, we are building community and changing lives. 

Your support is vital. Without it, we could not continue to be there, day in and  
day out, ensuring moments that are not only life-changing but life-saving.  
Your donation enables us to continue building, strengthening, and protecting our Jewish community.

When they can 
participate in 

Jewish life without 
financial barriers.

Jewish Calgary provides 
free events, programs, and 
services so everyone can be 

a part of the community.

It’s Moments Like This

– CREATE YOUR JEWISH LEGACY – 
Contact Diana Kalef

403-444-3154 • dkalef@jewishcalgary.org

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

BE REMEMBERED FOREVER  
IN OUR JEWISH COMMUNITY 

WITH A GIFT IN YOUR  
WILL, TRUST, OR LIFE 
INSURANCE POLICY

View our full
Case for Giving

JOIN US IN ILLUMINATING THE FUTURE. IT’S EASIER THAN YOU THINK!


