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possible. Unfortunately, the virus does not honour Shabbat
and Yom Tov.

Here (in reverse alphabetical order) is what our clergy
are thinking about this year’s High Holidays based on
current information. These ideas are snapshots in time
and will most certainly morph as the situation evolves. 

Temple B’nai Tikvah: Rabbi Mark Glickman
“We are assuming we won’t be able to have everyone

together in the same room,” says Rabbi Mark Glickman.
“Smaller gatherings are currently allowed but you are not
allowed sing. For Jewish people that’s a deal breaker.”

Temple is therefore considering online Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur services.

“We will probably have service leaders at the Temple,
but there won’t be a sanctuary full of congregants,” Rabbi
Glickman said.

For the past few years, Temple has added 20 x 20 talks
to their Yom Kippur highlights, during which pre-selected
congregants do some visual storytelling based on Pecha
Kucha (chit-chat in Japanese). Each speaker tells a story
on an annually selected theme that relates in some way to
Yom Kippur while they scroll through 20 images at 20
second intervals. 

“This will be easier to do online than what we’ve been
doing in person,” says Rabbi Glickman.

“If it turns out that we can be together in person, it
would be a problem we’d love to have.”

Kehilat Shalom: Rabbi Leonard Cohen
According to Rabbi Cohen it is far too early to say what

the High Holidays will look like at Kehilat Shalom.
While taking a wait and see approach, he says that

weekly meetings organized by Calgary Jewish Federation
have been helpful to him, his fellow clergy and other
community leaders when it comes to sharing ideas and
information.

“We are trying to be consistent with one another across
the community,” adds the Rabbi. “I don’t see any of us
opening unless all the others do. We are committed to
consistency across the community.” 

House of Jacob Mikveh Israel – Rabbi Binyomin
Halpern

When asked what High Holidays 5781 will look like at
House of Jacob Mikveh Israel, Rabbi Binyomin Halpern
told AJNews he is taking one day at a time. He prefers to

focus on those things that
are more immediately in
front of the congregation.

“Our sages tell us to do
the mitzvah for tomorrow.
We really don’t know what
will happen by Rosh
Hashanah,” Rabbi Halpern
said.

“We will have to look at
our options and figure out
what we can do in smaller
numbers… The first
priority is human life. We
have to do what is safe
while serving our
community to the extent we
can. This is a challenge for
all of us in ways we see and
others we can’t even
fathom.”

Chabad Lubavitch – Rabbi Menachem Matusof
“Shavuos is coming… Camp is a real issue. I’m more

worried about that right now than Rosh Hashanah,” said
Rabbi Matusof, who shares the view that there are plenty
of mitzvahs to attend to in the more immediate future.

“Like Maimonides says about Moshiach… we need to
believe and we need to say it will happen. In what form
will it happen? I have no idea.”

“We will have to be very, very careful,” added Rabbi
Matusof who is concerned about the COVID-related
syndromes that are leading to serious illnesses in children.

“It is scary,” says the Rabbi. “We are not allowed to play
with it.”

According to Rabbi Matusof, a possibility for High
Holidays at Chabad would be a series of smaller and
quicker services that may have to happen without singing
if the guidelines that are currently in place are extended.

“The main mitzvah for Rosh Hashanah is Shofar
blowing,” said Rabbi Matusof, adding that in a worst case
scenario Chabad would find a way to get Shofars into every
home. “My plan is to hear the Shofar and to pray.”

Beth Tzedec Congregation: Cantor Russell Jayne
“We are all pretty much on the same page that the High

Holidays are going to be different this year… We have to
think outside the box to preserve the health of our
congregants while giving them the High Holidays

recited,” the Cantor added.
“We are developing protocols that will allow for aliyahs

to the Torah while maintaining appropriate spacing and
we plan on reaching out to members of the congregation
for honours like chanting of Haftarot which we hope to
record in advance and add to the livestream. We are
figuring out the technology and even exploring whether it
is permissible for this to be done with the Shofar blowing.” 

In the course of their planning, Calgary Synagogues
have benefited from the sharing of information and ideas
at virtual Town Hall Meetings for religious leaders of all
faiths, hosted by Alberta Premier Jason Kenney and Chief
Medical Officer Deena Hinshaw.

Calgary Jewish Federation President Yannai Segal and
CEO Adam Silver have similarly been bringing together
professional and lay leaders for weekly virtual meetings.
The process, which is geared to brick and mortar
institutions as well as other organizations that meet
frequently with their clientele, began in the early days of
the lockdown.

“We wanted to set the table for a conversation so that
each organization would know what the others are doing,
so we could tackle the overall challenge together while
each synagogue and agency also addresses its
differentiated concerns,” said Adam Silver. 

“At first, the discussion was about how the various
community agencies anticipated modifying their existing
programs. With the escalation of the virus and the need to
implement new protocols, the conversation shifted because
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Calgary Holocaust Survivor Photography Exhibit:

We are excited to announce an upcoming photo exhibit honouring 
our Calgary Holocaust Survivors. Both living Survivors and those who
have deceased will be featured in a unique exhibit that our community

can share for many generations to come. This exhibit will show the 
faces of those who witnessed unimaginable horrors and miraculously 
survived the atrocities of the Shoah. The faces of men and women 

who lost so much and yet found the incredible strength to move forward. 
This exhibit will give our community an opportunity to see the faces 

of those whose stories must be heard and never forgotten. 
If you or your family would like to feature a loved one in this exhibit 
or you would like more information, please contact Marnie Bondar 

and Dahlia Libin at holocaustedu@jewishcalgary.com. 
For all living Survivors, we will arrange a photo to be taken of you.

For those who are now deceased, we ask the descendants 
to submit a photo of their loved one.

“The best time in my life was when it was announced that the war 
was finished. The happiest day of my life. But the results of this war was

the worst time in my life....  I lost a lot of family members.”

Socher Kravitz
Holocaust Survivor Socher
was born in Goniadz, Poland 
on January 1, 1917. 
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